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will gradually become more and more inferior to
man. Hence one has to guard against any kind of
disparity in the mental and physical development
of the men and women in the community or society
to which they belong.
A good deal can be said about the ideal of the
present-day women in Russia. The Communistic
doctrine does in a sense affect home-life but it does
not aim at the complete divorcement of women
from their homes in which they can be wives and
mothers. At the earlier stages of the Bolshevic
experiment many features of the social life of the
Russians were not clearly understood, as it was going
through the period of transition. There was much
amongst the life of the poorer classes, who had no
culture or education, that seemed revolting to
European ideals. But one has to remember that the
fundamental principle of the Soviet System is that
everyone born in this world is to be given an equal
chance, and upon this principle is founded the system
of society in which mothers must play a part so long
as they are able and competent to do so. If not,
the State considers itself entitled to take the custody
in their own hands of the interests of the children.
Much can be said on this subject, but I learned in
Russia that the women themselves are determined
not to be mere drudges in the home any longer. All
the fetters of domestic drudgery which have kept
women down in every country of the world and given